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Beginning a search for your heritage can seem daunting. The internet has become a time saving 

and educational resource for helping you build your family tree.  

With this workshop, we seek to help you answer the following questions and get you started on 

what could be one of the most fascinating journeys of your life. 

 
“What kind of documents will I find on the internet?” 

and 
“Where should go to find these documents?” 

Below is a chart of some of the records you can find on the internet and where you might look 

for them. 

 

Record Type Online Resources 
Census Records  Ancestry.com Library Edition- *Library 

 Heritage Quest Online- *Library 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

Social Security Death Index  Ancestry.com Library Edition- *Library 

 http://www.familysearch.org 

 http://www.rootsweb.com/ 

Land Records  Federal land records from the Bureau of Land 
management- http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/ 

 Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

Ship Manifests and 
immigration records 

 Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 www.Castlegarden.org 

 Ellis Island- http://www.ellisisland.org 

 National Archives and Records Administration- 
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/index.html 

 http://footnote.com *Subscription site 

Freedman’s Bank Records  Heritage Quest Online- *Library 

Military Records including 
Draft Cards and War 
Pensions 

 Heritage Quest Online- *Library 

 Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 National Archives and Records Administration- 
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/index.html 

 http://footnote.com *Subscription site 

Cemetery Records, 
Tombstone Inscriptions 
and/or photos 

 Online cemetery transcription library- 
http://www.interment.net/ 

 Cyndi’s List has many links- http://www.cyndislist.com/ 
cemetery.htm 

 http://www.findagrave.com/ 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

Biographies, Oral Histories 
and Accounts 

 Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 Heritage Quest Online- *Library 

 Library of Congress- http://www.loc.gov 

 Alabama Biography (WPA Index)- *Library 

Obituaries  Newslibrary *Library 



 Obituary Index: Birmingham News *Library 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

 Tributes, An Eons site- http://obits.eons.com 

Directories  Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 http://footnote.com *Subscription site 

Maps  Alabama Historical Maps- 
http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/historicalmaps/index.html 

Probate and Court Records  Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

 Jefferson County Probate Court, Loose Records 
(1852-1936) *Library 

Vital Records including 
birth, death, marriage and 
divorce 

 Ancestry.com Library Edition- *Library 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

 Cyndi’s List has many links- 
http://www.cyndislist.com/births.htm 

 Alabama vital records can be ordered from- 
http://www.adph.org/vitalrecords/ 

 Lists of where to write for vital records- 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welcom.htm 

 http://www.vitalchek.com-  records ordering service 

Alabama Specific 
Resources 

 Alabama Department of Archives and History- 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/ge.html 

 Alabama GenWeb- 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~algenweb/ 

 Alabama Coal Mine Fatalities *Library 

 Alabama Episcopal Church Registers *Library 

 Red Mountain Cemetery, 1888-1906 *Library 

African-American Specific 
Resources 

 Heritage Quest Online- *Library 

 AfriGeneas- http://www.afrigeneas.com/ 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

 From Lineages- http://www.myslaveancestors.com/ 

 National Archives and Records Administration- 
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/index.html 

 Cyndi’s List has many links- 
http://www.cyndislist.com/african.htm 

Native American Specific 
Resources 

 http://www.lineages.com/Research/nativeamerican.cfm 
*Paid Research Service 

 Cyndi’s List has many links- 
http://www.cyndislist.com/native.htm 

Jewish Specific Resources  http://www.familysearch.  

 An Affiliate of the Museum of Jewish heritage- 
http://www.jewishgen.org 

 Cyndi’s List has many links 
http://www.cyndislist.com/jewish.htm 

Adoption Resources  Cyndi’s List has many links- 



http://www.cyndislist.com/adoption.htm 

Photographs  Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 Dead Fred- http://www.deadfred.com/ 

 BPL Digital Collections *Library 

 Alabama Mosaic *Library 

International Records  Ancestry.com Library Edition *Library 

 http://www.familysearch.org has searchable vital 
records indexes from Europe and Mexico 

 The British Columbia Archives-  
http://www.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca/index.htm 

Family Trees  Ancestry. Com Library Edition- *Library 

 The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

 http://www.rootsweb.com 

 Family research site sponsored by the Church of Latter 
Day Saints:http://www.familysearch.org 

*Library- These sites are accessible through the BPL website: http://bplonline.org. Click the link to 

“Databases”. 
*Subscription site- Full access to these sites requires a subscription. However, some material is 

available for free. 

 

“Shouldn’t I just go to the library?” 
Yes!!! Many library resources are available online. However, a trip to the library will 

prove valuable. Here at Birmingham Public Library, you have access to our Southern History 

Department. The staff of the Southern History Department have years of experience researching 

and assisting patrons with genealogy questions. It is not possible for this handout to effectively 

show the wealth of information available in the library’s holdings. So please, visit the Southern 

History Department on the first floor of the Linn Henley Research Building and the staff there 

will be glad to help you. 

When visiting our website, http://bplonline.org, click the link to our databases. All of our 

databases are organized by subject. Click the “Genealogy” hyperlink. This is the list of databases 

that are available (most are accessible from home, denoted by the symbol).  

Note the Ancestry.com subscription is available only from within the library. 

 

http://bplonline.org/


“How do I carry out a search?” 
 Well, that depends. Let’s say you want to find your grandmother’s Social Security 

information. First, it is important to know why this kind of record is helpful. The original 

document often has important vital information about the individual like- residence, mother’s 

maiden name, father’s name and place of birth. 

For this example, let’s visit RootsWeb.com. Click the “Social Security Death Index” link. 

 

Type the name into the fields provided. Then click submit. Notice in the screen image below, 

there are also links on the right for a SSDI Tutorial. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



The results will appear in a list format. If you believe you have a relative match, then you can 

order a copy of the SS-5 form. RootsWeb has a letter generator that will fill in all the necessary 

information for you. Click the “SS-5 Letter” Link. 

 

The generated letter includes the Social Security Administration Address. The cost for the SS-5 

copy is between $27 and $29. See the sample letter below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of request: 14 Jan 2008  

 

Social Security Administration 

OEO FOIA Workgroup 

300 N. Green Street 

P.O. Box 33022 

Baltimore, Maryland 21290-3022 

Please send me a photocopy of the actual application for a Social Security card (Form SS-5--Social 

Security Number Record Third Party Request for Photocopy) filed by the person listed below.  

I obtained this information from the Social Security Death Master file at RootsWeb.com, Inc. who 

obtained it from the Social Security Death Master file, originally compiled by the Social Security 

Administration.  

My understanding is that the fee is $27, when the Social Security number is provided or $29 if the 

Social Security number is unknown or incorrect. Enclosed is a check or money order for 

$___________, made payable to the Social Security Administration.  

Thank you for your assistance. 

 

DEVON, MARY E  

118-13-8432  

Birth: 30 Jul 1904*  

Death: 17 Dec 1996  

 

Sincerely,  

Address: 

Daytime Phone Number: 



“Do I need to buy any subscriptions?” 
 Not necessarily. Some people have found that a personal subscription to Ancestry.com 

(for example) was extremely helpful. It provided them a place to organize their data and search 

records. Other people have found a subscription like that to be an unnecessary expense. Once 

you have become comfortable and familiar with the library holdings and the free internet  

resources, then you’ll be able to decide if a subscription is right for you. 

 

“Are there other people searching for the same family?” 
Maybe. Many of the sites discussed in this handout have links to personal genealogy pages. For 

example, the US GenWeb site has a link to the “Family Group Sheet Project” so that researchers can 

share their information with others. Other sites, like Ancestry.com host ‘message boards’ for genealogist 

communication. 

 
“What should I do with all this information?” 

Get organized! The following sites have free forms or software to download to help you put all 

your records in order: 

The US GenWeb Project- http://www.usgenweb.com 

Roots Web has blank charts and forms, as well as helpful advise for the beginning genealogist- 

http://www.rootsweb.com 

Family Search offers downloadable software: http://www.familysearch.org 

Genealogy.com is a subscription site. However, it offers free tips on organizing, documenting 

and various ‘how- to’s at http://www.genealogy.com/genehelp.html 

Ancestry.com Library Edition is a subscription site made available to Birmingham Public 

Library patrons. Ancestral charts, blank census forms and other resources are available for 

download. 

 

Here is a list of other sites you might want to check out: 
 http://www.loc.gov- The Library of Congress can hardly be described because it has so 

many holdings. For the genealogist and family history researcher there are downloadable 

recordings of oral history interviews from the Depression era, downloadable recordings of 

local church music, historic images from around the world… I truly recommend that you take 

a look no matter what your interest. 

 http://www.footnote.com *Subscription site although this is subscription, there are some 

records searchable here for free. 

 Cyndi’s List: Too much to even describe. This is a must see. http://www.cyndislist.com/ 

 http://www.Genealogy.com- subscription site with some free resources. 

 http://www.FamilySearch.org- subscription site with free resources 

 Genealogia is a large French Genealogy site - 

http://www.genealogia.com/en/genealogie-recherche/default.asp 

 http://www.findmypast.com/home.jsp is a UK based subscription site that could be 

valuable to someone exploring British ancestry. 

 https://www.23andme.com/ offers the first personal genome service. Subscribers can 

have their own DNA map created through the service and many online tools are available for 

deciphering what the DNA says about your ancestry. 

http://www.usgenweb.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.genealogy.com/genehelp.html

