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What is the Internet? 
 
The Internet is a global network connecting millions of computers which are 
linked together around the world, cooperating and communication with each 
other to share and exchange information. 
 
History of the Internet 

 It began as ARPAnet, a U.S. 
Department of Defense project to 
create a nationwide computer 
network that would continue to 
function even if a large portion of 
it were destroyed in a nuclear war 
or natural disaster.  

  It was conceived by the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) in 1969. 

 The next few years following its conception, the ARPAnet evolved to 
primarily be used by academic institutions, scientists, and the government 
for research and communications. It allowed computers to communicate 
with research computers at other institutions as well as share data via e-
mail. 

 The nature changed in 1992, when the U.S. government pulled out of 
network management and commercial entities offered Internet access to 
the general public for the first time. This marked the Internet’s expansion. 

Accessing the Internet 

 Internet Service Provider (ISP) – An ISP is a 
commercial business that provides internet services, 
including personal and business services. Popular 
ISP companies are AT&T, Verizon, and Charter. 

 Modem – A modem, short for modulator-
demodulator, is a device enabling the computer to 
transmit data by means of telecommunications 
(usually a phone line or cable).  

 Broadband – The term broadband is used to describe the link between 
your computer and your ISP. Cable and DSL broadband are routed to 
your computer with cables, either telephone lines for DSL (digital 
subscriber line) or a cable. 
  

o What’s the difference between a broadband DSL and broadband 
cable? DSL is distance sensitive, because its signals are carried out of 
copper wires. The further the user is from the ISP main office, the slower 
the signal. Cable speeds are not distance sensitive but quantity sensitive. 
They are available to anyone who has cable TV. There is also satellite 
ISP available for those who want that other option. 
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Surfing the WWW 
 
World Wide Web 

The World Wide Web is a system of Internet servers that support specially 
formatted documents in marked up language called HTML (Hypertext Markup 
Language) that “hyperlinks” to other documents, graphics, audio, and video files. 
This basically means that you can “jump” from one document or file to another 
simply by clicking on a link or “hot spots.” “Surfing the Web” refers to the practice 
of browsing through Web sites. 
 
The Web was created in 1990 by Tim Berners-Lee, a British 
computer scientist and physicist with CERN (a European 
organization for nuclear research). On April 30, 1993, CERN 
opened the World Wide Web to the public – for free. 
 

o What’s the difference between the Internet and 
the Web? People use these terms 
interchangeably, but they’re not synonymous. 
They may be related, but they are two separate 
things. While the Internet is the physical 
component of the network system, the WWW (or 
the Web) is a way of accessing information over the 
medium of the Internet. It is an information-sharing 
model built on top (or within) the Internet. The Web is just one of the ways 
information can be disseminated over the Internet. 

 
Web Browser 

A Web browser enables you to visit sites on the Web. The term “worldwide” 
refers to the global nature of the World Wide Web, and the term “web” refers to 
the interlinking of documents by means of hypertext or hyperlink. In other 
words, documents on the Web can reference or link to other documents by 
simply stating on which machine they reside and where on that machine.  
 
Computers that respond to a request from another application or program on the 
World Wide Web are called servers. The programs used to connect to servers 
and to display webpages are called Web browsers. 
 
Popular Web browsers today include: 

 Internet Explorer 

 Mozilla Firefox 

 Google Chrome 

 Opera 

 Safari (Macintosh/Apple computers and devices) 

 Maxthon (usually for mobile devices) 

 SeaMonkey (powered by Mozilla) 
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Pages 

 Web Page – A Web page is a document on the Internet usually located by 
its Internet address. These can contain text, images, video, animation, 
and/or sound. 

 HTML – Documents on the Web are usually written in HTML (Hypertext 
Markup Language). It defines the appearance and content of a Web page.  

 URL – Web pages usually link to other pages via a Uniform Resource 
Identifier (URL), also known as the Internet source or Internet address. 

 HTTP – The Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) is the means by which 
documents are transferred between computers. Example: 
http://www.bplonline.org/about/ 

o http:// - means that the document should be fetched using the 
HTTP protocol 

o www.bplonline.com – is the name of the server on which the 
document resides 

o about/ - is where the document resides 
 
Web Sites 

Web sites are a set of Web pages containing content related to each other by a 
common theme. A Web site (or web site or website) is hosted on at least one 
Web server that’s accessible via the Internet. Each Web site contains hyperlinks 
or links to other pages or websites and is owned and updated by an individual, 
company or organization. 
 
Search Engines 

Search engines are computer programs that search for specific words 
(keywords) or phrases and returns a list of documents (Web pages) in which 
they were found. Typically, search engines send out a “spider” to fetch as many 
documents as possible. Each search engine creates a proprietary algorithm 
which allows it to “fetch” the most relevant documents. 
 
Tips for Keyword Searching 

 If you’re looking for a specific phrase, use quotation marks. Example: 
“Birmingham Public Library” will return results for ALL those words rather 

than any of those words. 

 Use your “and,” “or” and “not.” If you 
want to look for Batman AND Robin, the 

search engine will look for BOTH those 
keywords. If you put in “Batman Or 

Robin,” the search with look for either 
one. If you prefer “Batman NOT Robin,” 
the engine will search for Batman but 
exclude Robin. 
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Microsoft Internet Explorer 9 

 

 
 

When you first launch Internet Explorer, a predefined Web page appears. This 
page is called your home page. A home page can be changed to any website 
that you want to use as a starter page. 
 
Title Bar 
The title bar consists of the following: 

 Name of Web browser 

 Maximize or Restore button 

 Minimize Button 

 Name of current page 

 Close button 

 
Note: Internet Explorer 9 may not 
display all these items on its Title 
Bar.

 
Address Bar 
The URL or Web address of a website or Web page appears in the “address 
bar.” You can click in here at any time and overwrite this address with another if 
you know the address in which you want to visit. The back, forward, search, 
and refresh buttons are located by the address bar in Internet Explorer 9. 

Menu Bar 

Command Bar 

Status Bar 

Favorites Bar 
Title Bar 
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Menu Bar 
The menu bar may consist of the following: 

 File 

 Edit 

 View 

 Favorites 

 Tools 

 Help 
 
Each menu item, when clicked, will display a drop down box with different tasks 
which can be performed by Internet Explorer. 
 
Command Toolbar 
The Navigation toolbar contains icons with different functions: 

 Home 

 Email 

 Safety (with Privacy options) 

 Print 

 RSS Feed* 

 Page (with Save options) 

 Tools 

 Help 

 History 

 
*Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication is a family of Web feed formats used 
to publish works such as blogs, news headlines, audio, video, etc. in a standardized 
format. The RSS document (also known as a “feed”) includes full or summarized text. 
Publishers of these content allows them to syndicate their works automatically and also 
allows readers to subscribe to their works. 

 
Favorites Bar 
Displays bookmarked sites onto the toolbar for easy access of frequented sites. 
When you bookmark a page (or add it to your favorites), you copy the address 
onto your browser favorites file so that you can access it quickly and easily. 
Under Favorites in the Menu toolbar, scroll down to add to favorites. You may 
choose to add it directly onto your Favorites Bar in the same Menu option. 

 
Organization Suffixes 

 .com (commercial) 

 org (nonprofit organization) 

 .edu (educational institute) 

 .gov (government) 

 .mil (military) 

 .net (network) 
 
 


