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Black History Resources 

@ 

BPL 

 
African American Experience (BPL Database) 

The African American Experience is an electronic research tool for African 
American history and culture with the two primary goals: to provide rock-

solid information from authorities in the field, and to allow African 
Americans to speak for themselves through a wealth of primary sources. 
 

 
 

Topics covered in AAE include:  

 

History 

Biography 

Literature 

Arts 

Music 

Pop Culture 

 Folklore 

Business 

Slavery 

Civil Rights 
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Politics 

Sports 

 Education 

Science & Technology 

and more... 

 

Features Include: 

 

 Brand new material from major multivolume print reference sets which includes 

the following resources: 
o The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Literature 
o The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Folklore 
o Encyclopedia of Racism in the United States 
o Encyclopedia of Multiethnic American Literature 
o The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Civil Rights 
o African American Religious Experience in America 
o Encyclopedia of Rap and Hip Hop Culture 

 A deep blacklist of reference books and monographs, many now available in 

electronic format for the first time. 

 A vast collection of hundreds and hundreds of primary documents which includes 

manuscripts, speeches, court cases, quotations, advertisements, statistics, and 

other papers. 

 Over 4000 interviews with former slaves 

 Sixty-seven Negro University Press texts from the late 1700s to the early 1970s 

 

Other features include: 

 

 Timeline dating from the 1400s to the present. 

 “In their own voices” audio clips 

 Enhanced browse and search functionality. 

 Links to vetted websites. 

 Lesson plans and other classroom resources. 

 Hundreds of photographs, maps, and other images. 

 

Finding information 

 

1. Quick Search 

2. Subject Browse 

3. Advanced Search 
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Quick Search 

 

1. Type in search terms in the red square box that says “Quick Search”. 

 

 
 

Above the search results there are six tabs. By default it opens to “All” which means it is 

showing all available resources. If you were just interested in images, then you would 

click on the tab that says “Images” and it will display all images as seen below. 
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With each entry you will notice that the terms that you searched for are highlighted in 

yellow. When you click on a particular item you will notice that throughout the document 

the search terms you used are all highlighted in yellow. See image below. 

 

 
 

On the left hand side of the screen, right below the red search box, there is a column 

entitled “Related Topics”. This column includes any topic that is related to the topic at 

hand. Beside each related topic there is a number enclosed in parenthesis. This indicates 

how many items are in that topic category. To see the entries in a “related topic” 

category, simply click on the topic you wish to explore. 

 

 
The screen above shows the related topics for “Martin Luther King, Jr.”.  
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To go back to the previous page, click on “Back” on your browsers toolbar.  Listed above 

the article is the name of the article, the source and the author. Also located above the 

article is the option to “Print” or “Email” the article.  

 

To the right of the article, just beneath the “Print” and “Email” options, there is a square 

box that says “Related Resources”. This can include any or all of the following sources: 

images, links and citation. If you would like to see images, click on the word images. 

 

 
 

Directly below “Related Resources” there is another section called “Contents” which acts 

as a table of contents for the article you are reading. You may use the “Prev” and “Next” 

links to move from page to page. Use the scroll bar to move up and down. 
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African American Studies Center 

The Oxford African American Studies Center combines the authority of carefully edited 

reference works with sophisticated technology to create the most comprehensive 

collection of scholarship available online to focus on the lives and events which have 

shaped African American and African history and culture. 

 
 

There are over 7500 articles from Oxford’s reference program which includes images, 

maps, timelines, charts, tables and primary source documents. The Quick Search box is 

available from all pages. There are options to search biographies, images, primary source 

documents and bibliographies. There is also the option to browse by content type; 

biographies, subject entries; primary sources; images; maps, charts and tables. 

 

African American History Online (Facts on File) 

African-American History Online covers topics such as affirmative action, Africa, black 

nationalism, civil rights, emancipation, free blacks, the Harlem Renaissance, migrations, 

racial violence and hate crimes, religion, slave living conditions, slave liberation 

strategies, social work and philanthropy, sports, and visual arts. 
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You can search by using the “Search” box at the top of the screen or by using the browse 

feature which is also at the top of the screen. 

 

 
 

You can browse through: 

 

 Biographies 

 Events and Topics 

 Primary Sources 

 Timelines 

 Images and Videos 

 Maps and Charts 

 

Learning Centers 

The editors at Facts On File have created unique Learning Centers to help students and 

researchers find new ways to explore the vast amount of content in our databases. Each 

Learning Center is composed of hand-picked entries on people, events and topics, 

primary sources, and further resources such as images, maps and graphs, and 

chronologies. The linked entries have been specifically chosen to provide a broad, 

inclusive look at an era. Each entry in a Learning Center also includes links to related 

entries, which will help a user explore even further. 
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