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Twitter 

 

Twitter is a real-time information network, an online social networking service, and a 
micro blogging service that enables its users to connect with the latest trends and 
stories, send and read text-based messages of up to 140 characters, known as 
"tweets.” Created in March 2006 by Jack Dorsey, Twitter has more than 500 million 
active users globally, as of this year. Since its launch, it has become one of the most 
visited sites. 

You can also view photos, videos, and conversations, as well as use external apps to 
enhance your experience. Unregistered users can read tweets (if it’s not a private 
account), while users can post, retweet with or without commenting, reply to tweets, 
send direct messages, follow accounts, and much more. Unlike Facebook, Twitter is, by 
default, less personal and less invasive.  

Twitter's Evolution 

Today's Twitter is now less focused on “What are you doing?” and more about “What’s 
going on?” It has emerged as a source for discovery with a focus on sharing relevant 
information and engaging in conversation. Many people now think of Twitter as a news 
source rather than a social network, using it for networking and discussion based on 
their own interests. 

Sign In 

Sign Up 
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Since launching in 2006, Twitter has seen incredible growth as more people discover its 
usefulness. According to a survey from the Pew Research Center’s Internet & American 
Life Project, 15% of people online use Twitter (up from 8% in 2010), with usage 
doubling among users age 25-44. 

In addition, 65% of users only check the site for updates once or twice a week. If you 
join Twitter, there's no pressure to spend hours tweeting or trying to gain followers. In 
fact, you don’t even have to join the conversation. You can simply follow your interests 
and get information whenever you want without ever composing any tweets. 

Why Should I use Twitter? 

1. Microblogging: You can quickly and concisely tell your followers what’s going on 
in real time or show a photo of your breakfast if you prefer. It keeps that 
connection between you and friends, even just Twitter “friends.” 

2. Quick answers: You can call it “crowdsourcing” or mass marketing. Ask 
questions about anything. The more followers you have, the more answers you 
get. You can also send a question to @answers if you want. 

3. Job Searching: It’s one way to put you out there. Tell them what you want, what 
you can do, and what you need. Many companies also post their openings on 
Twitter. 

4. Keeping up with the news: Twitter makes it easy to keep up with breaking news 
and trending news from any part of the globe.  

5. Place to vent or advocate for cause: If you’re mad or want others to jump on 
your soapbox, tweet about it. Many people use Twitter as a platform for one thing 
or another. 

6. Team Spirit: Keep up with your favorite team. Players, teams, and coaches have 
jumped into Twitter universe. It’s one way to see what they’re up to and see if 
their planning on winning this year. (Maybe you can cheer them on.) 

7. Red Carpet Commentaries: Do you want to comment on what they’re wearing, 
who won what award, or what you think about the most recent episode? Join 
others in their commentaries about anything from #Scandal to the #Oscars. 

8. Politics: Many politicians are using Twitter universe to get their campaign 
moving, message going, and funds flowing. It’s also another way to keep in touch 
with constituents. Many citizens tweet politicians about laws, causes, and just to 
touch base. However, it can also help citizens gain support from leaders and 
other people from all parts of the globe. 

9. Fun and Games: Nowadays, you can play anything from hangman on Outwit.me 
or Tweeftight to playing a game of chess on Twitter. 

10. Just to make others think you’re hip with the social media scene: Well, 
aren’t you? 
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Getting Started with Twitter 

 

1. Shown on page 1 is the Twitter home page. While the background may change, 
this is where you can log in to your Twitter account. If you do not have a Twitter 
account, you can sign up for one. Fill in the information on the home page, and 
click on “Sign up for Twitter.”  

2. You will be directed to the next page to fill in the rest of your information, 
including your username.  

3. For your personal computer at home, you can keep the “Keep me signed-in on 
this computer” checked. However, for public computers, this is not 
recommended. 

4. The “Tailor Twitter based on my recent website visits” option allows Twitter to 
determine stories and suggestions on your recent visits to sites that have 
integrated Twitter, as well as other accounts and tweets. (See #Discover.) 

5. Read or skim through the Terms of Service. By clicking “Create my account,” you 
are stating that you agree to those terms. 

6. After you create your account, you will be taken through a brief tutorial with 
suggestions of accounts to follow. You can also search your contacts (Yahoo!, 
Gmail, Hotmail, AOL) for anyone with a Twitter account and have the option to 
follow them. 

7. Then you will have the option of filling in your “bio” and upload an “avatar” or a 
picture representing you and your account. 

8. You will be asked to confirm your email address. Go to your email account. In 
your message from Twitter, click on the link to confirm your email, and your 
Twitter account will become active. 
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Dashboard 

 Navigation Bar: 
You'll use the top 
navigation bar to navigate 
Twitter. Use the Home, 
@Connect, #Discover, 
and Me tabs to discover 
what's happening on 
Twitter.  

o @Connect 
will display recent 
interactions (mentions or 
replies and retweets).  

o #Discover 
tab displays stories and trends according to your network, recent tweets, 
follows, and your location. It also displays who tweeted about particular 
stories. It is also the best way to find people or accounts to follow. 

o Me Tab shows your profile, information, your tweets, your photos and 
videos, and even a list of suggested users to follow based on your 

interests (more likely due 
to following the same 
user accounts you do).  

 Settings Icon: 
Click the Gear 
icon to edit your Profile 
page, navigate to your 
Direct messages, modify 
your account settings, 
and more. 

 Search Bar: Use 
the search bar to find 
other Twitter users or 
look for current trends. 
Any saved searches will 
appear below the search 
bar when selected. 

 Tweet Button: Click the Tweet button to start composing a new tweet. You can 
also compose a new tweet in the box underneath your profile Quick View. 

 Profile Quick View: Click your name to view your Profile page. You can also see 
a quick overview of your Twitter statistics, including: 
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o Tweets: How many times you've evertweeted. 
o Following: The total number of people you follow. 
o Followers: The total number of people whofollow you. 

 Follow Suggestions: Twitter will suggest people to follow based on your 
interests. You can find more people to follow by clicking the #Discover tab in the 
top navigation bar. 

 Trends: Here, you will see a list of trends, which are the most talked-about 
subjects on Twitter at that given moment. Click a trend to see recent tweets about 
it. 

 Timeline: The timeline displays the most recent Tweets from people you follow. If 
new tweets are posted while you're viewing the Home page, a new tweets box 
will appear at the top of the page. Click it to see your updated timeline. Here, the 
tweets of the accounts you’re following will be displayed in chronological order, 
as well as suggestions “Who to follow,” and what’s trending. 

Settings 

 

 Account: Changes your basic account settings as well as deactivate your 

account. 

 Password: Changes your password. 

Make sure 
your email is 
valid and 

You can 
show the 
location of 

If selected, your tweets are only 
seen by your followers. Twitter 

users wanting to follow you must 
request approval. You tweets are 

not seen by the public. 
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 Mobile: Activates your twitter text messaging, allowing you to text and receive 

texts and notifications on your cell phone. You can also download the Twitter app 

on your smartphone or tablet. 

 Email notifications: Controls how often and when Twitter notifies you via email. 

 Profile: Changes your basic public profile and how you are viewed on search 

results. *Note: This is different from your account settings. The account settings 

are not public, while your profile settings are what your followers and the public 

see on your Profile page. 

 Design: Customizes the way Twitter looks on your home page. You can choose 

a premade theme, upload a wallpaper, or create one in Themeleon. 

 Apps: Lists the apps you have authorized to access your account. You can also 

revoke their access to your account. 

 Widgets: Create widget you can place on your blog or other websites. 

Terms: 

 Follow: You can follow another user. Those Twitter users who follow another 
user are known as “followers.”  

 Tweet: Each message you send out through Twitter is called a “tweet.” Each 
tweet is 140 characters or less. 

 Retweet (RT): When you see a tweet you like and want to share with your 
followers, you “retweet.” There are some programs and apps that allow you to 
add a comment with your RT, but the Twitter website doesn’t have this 
feature. 

 @Mention/Reply: These are your public tweets to other Twitter users. When 
you place the mention as the first thing in your tweet, it will only appear on 
that user’s home timeline. If you place the mention later in your tweet, it will 
appear to everyone who’s following you. 

 DM: Direct messages, still limited to 140 characters, are sent privately 
between two Twitter users. You can only send DMs to those who are 
following you. 

 Hashtag (#): These provide context to your tweet and makes it easy for users 
to search and locate it. 

 Trending: When a term is extremely popular on Twitter, it is “trending.” 

Tips for Tweeting 

 Be Active – Actively participating, even when you don’t fully get it, is the only 

way to learn Twitter. Be active both as a listener and as a “Tweeter”. 

 Follow – Don’t follow just for the sake of following. Follow others you want to 

follow.  However, just because someone follows you, it doesn’t mean you have to 

follow them back. 
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 Lurking is OK-You don’t have to Tweet. If you want to hang back and observe, 

that’s okay. You can lurk while you’re getting acquainted with Twitter. You can 

tweet whenever you want. 

 Reply and RT - Don’t be afraid to reply or retweet someone, even if you don’t 

follow them? 

 Be Wise – Remember that Twitter is a public forum. Unless you make your 

account private, you tweets are findable and will be displayed. Think about what 

you put out there. Keep in mind that Google and other search engines can also 

mine your tweets. 

Accounts to Follow 

Now that you've created an account, it's time to start finding other Twitter users to 
follow! What are your interests? Do you plan to follow only people you know? Or a little 
bit of everything, from celebrities, 
to news, to some of your 
favorite companies? 

To follow or unfollow someone, 
just click 

the  or  butto
n that appears next to the 
person's name, or on their profile 
page. Easy to use and practically 
everywhere you look, this toggle 
button lets you decide who 
appears in your Twitter stream, 
and—if you change your mind—
who doesn't. 

Notice the  icon next to Oprah's name? This icon, called the Verified Badge, is used 
to identify accounts that legitimately belong to celebrities and other well-known Twitter 
users. 

 @bplrlcc (Regional Library Computer Center)  
 @bpl (Birmingham Public Library) 
 @JeffCoLibAL (JCLC/Jefferson County Library Cooperative) 

 


